
 

 

Active Listening – Video 3 
 

Before you watch the video please look through this guidance  
Hearing is very different to listening! 
 

 

• Watch and listen to the video somewhere calm and quiet on the best equipment to 
hand, in the most appropriate space. 
 

• Silence around the music generally works best – even slight interruptions or noises 
may ruin the spell! 
 

• Check out the guide to further listening below and sample some of the links. 
 

• Try to engage the child regularly with any pieces that are enjoyed. 
 

• Try listening to just the music without the video 
 

• Make listening a regular experience – more practice = more reward! 
 

Every video in this series comes with guidance and suggestions for further listening. The full 
guide describes the background to the idea and the benefits. 
 

This video 
 
It’s really important to hear this music on the best system available. There are lots of good 
recordings on the various streaming services. The description beneath the main video gives 
links to a number of YouTube performances but there is also a superb recording of all 3 
works by Charles Dutoit conducting the Orchestre Symphonique de Montreal on Decca. 
 
Respighi’s Roman Trilogy is written for the largest orchestral forces, including piano, organ, 
2 harps, mandolin, off-stage brass and vast numbers of extra players. It costs a lot of money 
to put on a performance of any of these works and hearing all 3 in one concert is perhaps a 
once in a lifetime event. 
 
Each movement of all 3 works is very descriptive. Some of the descriptions are obvious from 
the titles but there is also deeper meaning that some young listeners may understand. One 
example is that Respighi uses an age-old melody (8th or 9th century) from the Latin Mass and 
inserts it into the 2nd movement of Pines. The sense of the ages is very present. A similar 
idea is used in Roman Festivals. 
 
Listeners young and old, can enjoy these pieces on many levels. There is the thrill of the 
orchestra playing at full tilt or the simple evocation of nature at dawn. Respighi can create in 
sound what many feel with their other senses. The thrill in the air at the beginning of the 3rd 
movement of Pines. The majesty of the Trevi fountain in Fountains. Everyone will find many 
favourite moments to savour! 


