
 

 

Active Listening KS1 – Video 3 Ravel Bolero 
 

Before you watch the video please look through this guidance  
Hearing is very different to listening! 
 

 

• Watch and listen to the video somewhere calm and quiet on the best equipment to 
hand, in the most appropriate space. 
 

• Silence around the music generally works best – even slight interruptions or noises 
may ruin the spell! 
 

• Check out the guide to further listening below and sample some of the links. 
 

• Try to engage the child regularly with any pieces that are enjoyed. 
 

• Try listening to just the music without the video 
 

• Make listening a regular experience – more practice = more reward! 
 

Every video in this series comes with guidance and suggestions for further listening. The full 
guide describes the background to the idea and the benefits. 
 

This video https://youtu.be/hB8H9t7t9zM 
 
Ravel’s Bolero presents many different lesson opportunities, from working with the 
repetitive rhythm of the side drums or with the melodic strands that also underpin the 
whole work. Pupils might like to try developing their own music around a similar rhythmic 
ostinato and/or dancing to it. 
The other main element is to discuss the colours Ravel obtains through his use of 
instruments, both singly and together. 
The video includes links to two further videos of complete performances and the second of 
these is connected to the following timings for the entry of each instrument, or 
combinations of instruments. 
 
A refers to the 1st part of the tune, B to the 2nd. 
Time - Phrase (A , B, Coda)  
 
Instrumentation 
0:27 A Flute 
1:22 A  Bb-Clarinet 
2:17 B Bassoon 
3:12 B Eb-Clarinet 
4:07 A Oboe d'amore (A larger oboe playing lower notes) 
5:01 A Flute + Trumpet (muted) 
5:56 B Tenor-Saxophone 



 

 

6:51 B Sopran(ino)-Saxophone 
7:45 A Horn + Piccolo + Celeste 
8:39 A Oboe d'amore + Clarinets + Cor Anglais 
9:32 B Trombone 
10:26 B Woodwind (with Saxophones) 
11:18 A Violins + Woodwind 
12:11 A Violinen + Woodwind  
13:02 B Violins + Woodwind + Trumpets 
13:54 B Violins + Woodwind + Trombones 
14:45 A Tutti (without trombones) 
15:37 B (shortened) Tutti (with trombones) 
16:16 Coda Everyone! 
 
The first video link is to the complete ballet in a performance given by Sylvie Guillem. 
 
Young children may wish to devise their own bolero, perhaps using the traditional 
movements of inventing their own. A regular, ostinato rhythm could be devised or just a 
simplified version of the one used by Ravel. 
 
Further discussions could include how this music gradually increases in loudness 
(crescendo). 
 
 
 


