
 

 

Active Listening KS1 – Video 4 - Fanfarra 
 

Before you watch the video please look through this guidance  
Hearing is very different to listening! 
 

 

• Watch and listen to the video somewhere calm and quiet on the best equipment to 
hand, in the most appropriate space. 
 

• Silence around the music generally works best – even slight interruptions or noises 
may ruin the spell! 
 

• Check out the guide to further listening below and sample some of the links. 
 

• Try to engage the child regularly with any pieces that are enjoyed. 
 

• Try listening to just the music without the video 
 

• Make listening a regular experience – more practice = more reward! 
 

Every video in this series comes with guidance and suggestions for further listening. The full 
guide describes the background to the idea and the benefits. 
 

This video 
 
Fanfarra is the opening track of Sergio Mendes’ 1992 album ‘Brasileiro’. It features typical 
‘samba drumming’ of a very high quality. During the opening moments it’s possible to 
quickly hear examples of ‘call and response’. Some suggestions for this are included in the 
video. 
The culture surrounding the drumming and Samba as a whole is woven into this music and 
sets the scene for the rest of the album. Samba style developed in the 1950s in 
the favelas and includes layering syncopated rhythms on multiple percussion instruments. 
Samba has many similarities to African drumming music such as polyrhythms and use of call 
and response. 
Samba is the music that has a strong association to Carnival in Rio de Janeiro. The Carnival 
has been held every year since 1723 and lasts up to six days with over two million people 
lining the streets to watch. Local communities each have a float to decorate and are 
accompanied by their local samba school. 
 
There is a good BBC Bitesize article on this here 
 
Teachers and parents can get up to speed on Sergio Mendes and his music by watching this 
brief introduction to a new documentary about his life.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zrk9dxs/revision/1
https://youtu.be/xV6A0zl0VPo
https://youtu.be/xV6A0zl0VPo


 

 

The vocal section of this track is less often discussed but it provides a good example of 
unison singing followed by singing in harmony. Naturally the main focus of listening will be 
the drumming at the opening and the way this is incorporated into the vocal section later. 
 

Further listening 
 
Sergio Mendes has created a huge legacy of recorded music across many decades. Tracks 
that may be known by children or appeal at a first listen could include: -  
 
Mas Que Nada – original 1966 https://youtu.be/4Zu0iDvCjgk  
 
Mas Que Nada reimagined with The Black Eyed Peas https://youtu.be/PpIUQ5jwJqM  
(Please review for explicit language before playing to children!) 
 
Early in his career Sergio Mendes liked to produce cover versions of other groups’ material. 
Here is his take on the Beatles’ ‘Day Tripper’. https://youtu.be/sJPJ6SYQ5Fk  
The original for comparison https://youtu.be/2IbPn5j2YKk  
 
Although Mendes likes to work on the songs of others, he has also written many classics 
that have been performed by others. In this recording he plays piano on his song ‘So Many 
Stars’ with Jane Monheit singing. https://youtu.be/fgp3TkxHv8M  
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/4Zu0iDvCjgk
https://youtu.be/PpIUQ5jwJqM
https://youtu.be/sJPJ6SYQ5Fk
https://youtu.be/2IbPn5j2YKk
https://youtu.be/fgp3TkxHv8M
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