
What is First Access Instrumental Provision? 

Taking the first steps in learning an instrument is a vital and exciting part of a 

young person’s musical journey and a core Music Education Hub priority as 

stipulated by Arts Council England.  
 

SoundStorm works closely with its partner primary schools to ensure that every Key Stage 2 child – typically in Year 4 

– has the opportunity to learn an instrument in a whole-class environment. This is the Music Hub’s ‘First Access’ 

provision and a key part of the school offer.  
 

Teaching and learning programmes focus not only on the acquisition of skills specific to a particular instrument but 

also on the development of general musicianship and creativity which can be applied in a range of situations as 

students pursue a life-long musical journey. 
 

School staff are encouraged to learn alongside the children with the aim of building confidence and skill, enabling 

them to lead on similar projects in the future whilst also building a legacy of musical practice within the school that 

can support progression. 
 

The range of instruments on offer includes mixed brass, clarinet, flute, recorder, violin, ukulele and various 

percussion including African drumming and samba. SoundStorm is committed to supporting traditional instruments, 

whilst also embracing opportunities that take account of changes in musical interests and promoting cultural 

diversity. 
 

SoundStorm will help guide you to select the most appropriate instrument based on the current musical culture 

within the school. Factors considered include whether music is regularly timetabled throughout the school, the 

range of extra-curricular provision available to support continuation (peripatetic tuition and musical 

ensembles/groups) and whether the students have received quality teaching of  KS1 National Curriculum in Music.  

Following a recent review of provision, SoundStorm has developed its First Access offer to ensure that irrespective of 
instrument choice, the provision includes: 

• Maximised links to National Curriculum requirements 
• Increased opportunities to develop a range of transferrable musicianship skills 
• Signposted routes to progression beyond the initial foundation stage 
• The development of ensemble-playing skills 
• Consistent quality of provision and learning programmes 
• An embedded approach to quality assurance and continuous improvement 
• Support for teachers in assessment and reporting to parents 

What should the school do?  

• Liaise with the nominated SoundStorm coordinator and the appointed practitioner to ensure the First 
Access project is maximised  

• Ensure that the sessions are in an appropriate room with ample space, organised in advance with  
instruments and other required resources to hand   

• Communicate timetable changes, school trips and ‘exceptions’ when the sessions are being planned in 
advance 

• Commit to ensuring that teaching and support staff are consistently available to support and actively 
contribute in every session 

• Encourage home practice and signpost students to resources available in Charanga*  

• Support SoundStorm by signposting parents to the website which contains information on accessing 
further musical opportunities and events. 

Charanga is an online music resource that your school has been awarded as part of your Music Hub Membership 
for 20/21  Visit https://soundstorm.charanga.com/ 

https://soundstorm.charanga.com/

